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viously anti-Communist device for a considerable period. The in-
creasingly aggressive attitude of the Tudeh prompted them to take
this decisive step.

More should be said about British direct diplomacy and propa-
ganda. British interests in Iran were very ably represented through-
out the war by Sir Reader Bullard, a diplomat of long experience
in Middle Eastern and Russian affairs. Intelligent and erudite, firm
and yet friendly, Sir Reader personified in his simple and unassuming
manner all the best traditions of British diplomacy. Above all the
British Minister (after the spring of 1944 Ambassador) knew how to
impress the people with that undefinable quality that is known as
prestige, his own and that of the country he represented. The wisdom
of the British Foreign Office in keeping him in Iran throughout the
war was uncontestable. Bullard was able to establish and maintain
personal contacts with Iranian statesmen and politicians and to
stand alone, in contrast to the envoys of other Powers, as a pillar of
stability and permanency. In this way he could by his very presence
and personal qualities repair much of the damage inflicted upon
British interests in Iran by the vacillating and none too dignified
policy conducted on higher levels toward Russia.

A good word could be said for the Embassy's personnel as well. It
was composed partly of Foreign Office diplomats possessing world
experience and culture that could not fail to impress anyone who
knew them, and of men from the Indian Political Service who were
area experts. The latter possessed an excellent knowledge of local
conditions, customs, and language and constituted the hard core of
the Embassy. Most prominent among them was perhaps Mr. Trott,
the Oriental Secretary later appointed to Ahwaz. Trott was generally
credited with extraordinary influence in Iranian politics. The Tudeh
press chose him, among all the British, as its special personal target
for criticism.

The Embassy's work was quietly conducted through the cultiva-
tion of personal contacts and through an excellent information
service that experienced intelligence organs provided. The general
impression that an outsider received was that of good teamwork
among the Embassy, the army, and other governmental agencies.
Occasionally this work was highlighted by large diplomatic recep-
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